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Sec. 4.

It is further enacted that on filing such application, descrip-
tions and specifications and the payment of the fees hereinafter
provided, the Secretary of State shall make or cause to be made an
examination of the alleged new invention or discovery, and if it
should appear to the Secretary of State that the same had not
been invented or discovered or known by any other person in
this country, and had not been described in any book or other
publication in this country prior to the discovery thereof by the
applicant, then it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to
issue a patent therefor, but whenever it shall appear to the
Secretary of State that the applicant was not the first inventor
or discoverer thereof, or that what is claimed as new had been
known to others in this country, or had been described in some
publication in this country prior to the time of the alleged
invention or discovery of the applicant, then it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of State to refuse the grant of letters
patent to the applicant therefor.

Sec. 5.

It is further enacted that if any alien or aliens shall have
invented or discovered any new art, machine, manufacture,
process or composition of matter, or any new and useful improve-
ment of any art, machine or manufacture, process or composi-
tion of matter, or has invented or discovered a new and useful
application of any known substance or machine, or composition
of matter, or any new and useful application of any known
article of manufacture, device, or apparatus to any art, manufac-
ture, machine, process or composition of matter, such invention
or discovery or such application not having been known or used
by others within the limits of this Eepublic, or if any alien or
aliens shall be the legal owner or owners of such invention or
discovery or application, and shall express a desire to introduce
the same and put it into active operation in this country, then
it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State on due proceedings
held, as provided for in the third section of this Act to issue
Letters Patent therefor. But before Letters Patent can be
granted to such applicant, he shall deliver with the description
of the invention or discovery claimed, a certificate signed and
sealed by the Mayor or Governor of the City or State in which
he resides, or by a duly authorized notary public, which certifi-